
TYPE DATE AGENCY DESCRIPTION

Urgent Weather 
Message

12/12/2015 2143 PST SAN DIEGO

WIND ADVISORY IN EFFECT FROM 4 PM SUNDAY TO 7 AM PST 
MONDAY..SAN DIEGO COUNTY MOUNTAINS - GUSTY 
SOUTHWEST WINDS DEVELOPING SUNDAY AFTERNOON...THEN 
BECOMING WEST TO NORTHWEST OVERNIGHT. GUSTS OF 45 
TO 55 MPH LIKELY AT TIMES THROUGH EARLY MONDAY 
MORNING - OVER THE MOUNTAIN RIDGES AND DOWN ALONG 
THE DESERT SLOPES...AND THROUGH AND BELOW SAN 
GORGONIO PASS IN THE NORTHERN COACHELLA VALLEY. - 
HAZARDOUS TRAVEL ALONG INTERSTATE 10 THROUGH SAN 
GORGONIO PASS AND INTERSTATE 8 THROUGH THE SAN DIEGO 
COUNTY MOUNTAINS...ALSO INTERSTATE 15 AND US 395 
THROUGH THE HIGH DESERT.

Area Forecast 
Discussion

12/12/2015 2150 PST SAN DIEGO

YOU WOULDN'T REALLY KNOW IT BUT ANOTHER WINTER-
LIKE STORM SYSTEM IS EXPECTED TO DEVELOP SUNDAY OUT OF 
THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST...AND QUICKLY SWING ACROSS 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SUNDAY EVENING THROUGH MONDAY 
MORNING. THE MODELS ARE IN GOOD AGREEMENT WITH THE 
GENERAL SYNOPTIC PATTERN THROUGH MONDAY AND THE 
LATEST HIGH RESOLUTION MODELS ARE IN FINE
AGREEMENT WITH MOST OF THE DETAILS REGARDING 
WINDS...RAIN AND SNOW POTENTIAL....MAIN CONCERN OVER 
THE NEXT 48 HOURS WILL BE WIND AND SNOWFALL

Urgent Weather 
Message

12/13/2015 0129 PST SAN DIEGO

WIND ADVISORY IN EFFECT FROM 4 PM THIS AFTERNOON TO 6 
AM PST MONDAY..SAN DIEGO COUNTY MOUNTAINS - AREAS 
OF SOUTHWEST WINDS 20 TO 30 MPH WITH GUSTS TO 45 MPH 
DEVELOPING DURING THE LATE AFTERNOON...STRENGTHENING 
TO 25 TO 35 MPH WITH GUSTS TO 55 MPH DURING THE 
EVENING THROUGH LATE TONIGHT WITH STRONGEST GUSTS 
TO 70 MPH. WINDS BECOMING WESTERLY AFTER MIDNIGHT 
AND DECREASING MONDAY MORNING...INTERSTATE 8 
THROUGH THE SAN DIEGO COUNTY MOUNTAINS.

Area Forecast 
Discussion

12/13/2015 0830 PST SAN DIEGO

A WELL-DEFINED FRONT WITH STRONG SURFACE WINDS
LIES OFF THE MENDOCINO COUNTY COAST AND WILL MOVE 
RAPIDLY TO NEAR POINT CONCEPTION BY LATE THIS 
AFTERNOON AND NEAR SAN DIEGO BY LATE EVENING….WINDS 
WILL BE FAIRLY STRONG IN THE MOUNTAINS/DESERTS WITH 
LOCAL GUSTS IN THE 55-70 MPH RANGE ON THE DESERT 
SLOPES AND NEAR SAN GORGONIO PASS. MODELS SHOW A 
PERIOD OF STRONG WEST WINDS BEHIND THE FRONT OVER 

  

TIME
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TYPE DATE AGENCY DESCRIPTIONTIME

Urgent Weather 
Message

12/13/2015 1341 PST SAN DIEGO

HIGH WIND WARNING IN EFFECT UNTIL 6 AM PST MONDAY- 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY MOUNTAINS- AREAS OF SOUTHWEST TO 
WEST WINDS 20 TO 30 MPH WITH GUSTS TO 45 MPH 
DEVELOPING DURING THE LATE AFTERNOON...STRENGTHENING 
TO 25 TO 35 MPH WITH GUSTS TO 55 MPH DURING THE 
EVENING WITH LOCAL GUSTS OVER 70 MPH OVER CRESTS AND 
DESERT SLOPES MAINLY LATE THIS EVENING THROUGH 3 AM 
MONDAY. WINDS WILL DIMINISH EARLY MONDAY 
MORNING....INTERSTATE 8 - SAN DIEGO COUNTY DESERTS - 
SOUTHWEST TO WEST 20 TO 35 MPH WITH GUSTS TO 60 
MPH.STRONGEST WINDS FROM LATE EVENING THROUGH 
ABOUT 300 AM MONDAY. WINDS WILL DIMINISH EARLY 
MONDAY MORNING

Area Forecast 
Discussion

12/13/2015 1400 PST SAN DIEGO

A WELL-DEFINED FRONT WITH STRONG SURFACE WINDS LIES 
OFF THE SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY COAST AND WILL MOVE 
RAPIDLY PAST POINT CONCEPTION LATE THIS AFTERNOON AND 
NEAR SAN DIEGO BY LATE EVENING....WITH RATHER TIGHT 
HEIGHT/TEMPERATURE GRADIENTS
ALOFT...WINDS WILL BE FAIRLY STRONG IN THE 
MOUNTAINS/DESERTS WITH LOCAL GUSTS IN THE 60-70 MPH 
RANGE ON THE DESERT SLOPES AND NEAR GORGONIO PASS.

Public Information 
Statement

12/13/2015 1942 PST SAN DIEGO
WIND REPORTS PAST 12 HOUR - COACHELLA VALLEY PALM 
DESERT (5 S) 46 MPH - SAN DIEGO COUNTY DESERTS OCOTILLO 
WELLS 44 MPH  

Urgent Weather 
Message

12/13/2015 2105 PST SAN DIEGO

HIGH WIND WARNING REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 6 AM PST 
MONDAY - SAN DIEGO COUNTY MOUNTAINS - SOUTHWEST TO 
WEST 35 TO 45 MPH WITH GUSTS 65 TO 75 MPH. STRONGEST 
WINDS THROUGH ABOUT 3 AM MONDAY. WINDS WILL 
DIMINISH EARLY MONDAY MORNING. STRONGEST WINDS NEAR 
THE DESERT FOOTHILLS AND EAST OF DESERT CANYONS

Area Forecast 
Discussion

12/13/2015 2121 PST SAN DIEGO

RADAR AND SFC OBSERVATIONS INDICATE RAIN AND 
MOUNTAIN SNOW HAVE SPREAD ACROSS THE FORECAST AREA 
SINCE 6 PM. AT 9 PM PST...SEVERAL PRECIP AMOUNTS OVER 
ONE-HALF INCH HAVE BEEN REPORTED IN THE SAN
BERNARDINO MTS WITH THE SNOW LEVEL NEAR 6800 FT. THE 
WINDS HAVE BEEN QUITE STRONG...A LOW PRESSURE TROUGH 
WILL DROP SOUTH OVER THE REGION THIS EVENING
AND THEN MORPH INTO A GIANT AREA OF LOW PRESSURE TO 
COVER MUCH OF THE WESTERN U.S.

Area Forecast 
Discussion

12/13/2015 2124 MST PHOENIX

COLD FRONT ACROSS SOUTHERN CA IS DROPPING RAPIDLY 
SOUTHWARD AND WILL MOVE EASTWARD ACROSS THE 
FORECAST AREA EARLY MONDAY MORNING….THE COLD FRONT 
IS ASSOCIATED WITH A WELL-DEVELOPED LOW
PRESSURE SYSTEM ACROSS THE GREAT BASIN…
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Urgent Weather 
Message

12/14/2015 0158 PST SAN DIEGO

HIGH WIND WARNING NOW IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 PM PST THIS
AFTERNOON - SAN DIEGO COUNTY MOUNTAINS - WEST 35 TO 
45 MPH WITH GUSTS 55 TO 65 MPH. STRONGEST WINDS 
THROUGH ABOUT 3 AM. WINDS WILL DIMINISH EARLY THIS 
AFTERNOON....STRONGEST WINDS NEAR THE RIDGES...DESERT 
FOOTHILLS AND BELOW THE SAN GORGONIO PASS. - 
COACHELLA VALLEY - WIND ADVISORY IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 PM 
PST THIS AFTERNOON - AREAS OF WEST TO NORTHWEST 
WINDS 25 TO 35 MPH WITH GUSTS TO 50 MPH THROUGH 
EARLY THIS AFTERNOON.

Area Forecast 
Discussion

12/14/2015 0300 PST SAN DIEGO

SHOWERS ARE DEPARTING THIS MORNING JUST AS QUICKLY AS 
THE CAME. ASIDE FROM A FEW STRAY LIGHT SHOWERS...ONE 
MOVING OFF THE SAN BERNARDINO MOUNTAINS INTO THE 
NORTHERN COACHELLA VALLEY AND A COUPLE OVER SAN 
DIEGO COUNTY...PRECIP LOOKS TO BE OVER….STORY FOR 
TODAY IS JUST BREEZY AND COOL WITH CLEARING SKIES. 
WINDS ARE CURRENTLY PEAKING AND SHOULD SLOWLY TREND 
DOWNWARD THROUGH THE MORNING....COLD NORTH TO 
NORTHEAST FLOW BEHIND THE DEPARTING LOW WILL KEEP 
HIGH TEMPS 5 TO 15 DEGREES BELOW NORMAL. LOCAL GUSTY 
OFFSHORE WINDS WILL DEVELOP TONIGHT AND TUESDAY 
NIGHT...MAINLY BELOW THE WIND PRONE PASSES AND 
CANYONS

Area Forecast 
Discussion

12/14/2015 0340 MST PHOENIX

AT 3 AM THIS MORNING...A DEEP...COLD AND PROGRESSIVE
UPPER TROF WITH A WELL DEFINED SURFACE COLD FRONT 
CONTINUED TO PUSH EAST AND ACROSS THE DESERT 
SOUTHWEST WITH THE SURFACE FRONT APPROACHING THE 
LOWER CO RIVER VALLEY AS SEEN IN THE IR IMAGERY

Special Weather 
Statement

12/14/2015 0419 MST PHOENIX

IMPERIAL COUNTY-A DEEP AND COLD LOW PRESSURE SYSTEM 
WILL BRING SHOWERS TO PORTIONS OF
SOUTH-CENTRAL AND SOUTHWEST ARIZONA TODAY...AND 
THEN LEAVE BEHIND A VERY COLD AND DRY AIRMASS. THIS 
WILL RESULT IN THE COLDEST TEMPERATURES OF THE SEASON 
STARTING TUESDAY MORNING AND CONTINUING
THROUGH THURSDAY MORNING. THERE IS THE POTENTIAL FOR 
SCATTERED TO WIDESPREAD FREEZING TEMPERATURES EACH 
MORNING. HOWEVER...PERSISTENT NORTHERLY BREEZES MAY 
PREVENT TEMPERATURES FROM REACHING THE FREEZING 
POINT EXCEPT IN ISOLATED LOCATIONS...STAYING MAINLY IN 
THE MID TO UPPER 30S.

Preliminary Local Storm 
Report

12/14/2015 0641 PST SAN DIEGO
PRELIMINARY LOCAL STORM REPORT - WND GST 4 S 
COACHELLA - WND GST 3 WNW BORREGO SPRINGS

Public Information 
Statement

12/14/2015 0840 PST SAN DIEGO

HIGHEST WIND GUSTS SINCE YESTERDAY EVENING - 
COACHELLA VALLEY - THERMAL AIRPORT 55 MPH- PALM 
DESERT (5 S) 50 MPH - COACHELLA 49 MPH - THOUSAND 
PALMS 44 MPH - PALM SPRINGS AIRPORT 41 MPH - SKY VALLEY 
37 MPH - SAN DIEGO COUNTY DESERTS-BORREGO SPRINGS (3 
W) 59 MPH-OCOTILLO WELLS 55 MPH-IN KO PAH 50 MPH 
BORREGO SPRINGS (2 E) 46 MPH - BORREGO SPRINGS              40 
MPH 0410 AM - NARROWS 37 MPH -JACUMBA 36 MPH 
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Public Information 
Statement

12/14/2015 0854 PST SAN DIEGO

HIGHEST WIND GUSTS SINCE YESTERDAY EVENING - 
COACHELLA VALLEY - THERMAL AIRPORT 55 MPH- PALM 
DESERT (5 S) 50 MPH - COACHELLA 49 MPH - THOUSAND 
PALMS 44 MPH - PALM SPRINGS AIRPORT 41 MPH - SKY VALLEY 
37 MPH - SAN DIEGO COUNTY DESERTS-BORREGO SPRINGS (3 
W) 59 MPH-OCOTILLO WELLS 55 MPH-IN KO PAH 50 MPH 
BORREGO SPRINGS (2 E) 46 MPH - BORREGO SPRINGS              40 
MPH 0410 AM - NARROWS 37 MPH -JACUMBA 36 MPH 

Area Forecast 
Discussion

12/14/2015 0930 PST SAN DIEGO

EXCEPT FOR SOME CLOUDS IN SOUTHERN SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
AND THE SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY MOUNTAINS...SKIES HAD 
CLEARED. WINDS HAD DECREASED
WITH ONLY LOCAL GUSTS AROUND 20-25 MPH AT THE COAST 
AND 40-45 MPH ON THE DESERT MOUNTAIN SLOPES.

Urgent Weather 
Message

12/14/2015 0940 PST SAN DIEGO
HIGH WIND WARNING IS CANCELLED - SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
MOUNTAINS - WIND ADVISORY IS CANCELLED - COACHELLA 
VALLEY

Preliminary Storm 
Precipitation Totals

12/14/2015 1316 PST SAN DIEGO
24-HOUR PRECIPITATION STORM TOTALS AS OF 116 PM 
MONDAY - SAN DIEGO COUNTY DESERTS - BORREGO PALM 
CANYON 0.05(Precip)

Preliminary Storm 
Precipitation Totals

12/14/2015 1331 PST SAN DIEGO
24-HOUR PRECIPITATION STORM TOTALS AS OF 131 PM 
MONDAY - CAMPO 0.19 (Precip) WARNER SPRINGS 0.15(Precip) 
MT LAGUNA 0.10(Precip)

Final Storm 
Precipitation Totals

12/14/2015 1337 PST SAN DIEGO

STORM TOTAL PRECIP FROM SUNDAY NIGHT TO MONDAY 
MORNING 130 PM MONDAY - BORREGO PALM CANYON 
0.05(Precip) -  CAMPO 0.19 (Precip) WARNER SPRINGS 
0.15(Precip) MT LAGUNA 0.10(Precip)

Urgent Weather 
Message

12/14/2015 1358 PST SAN DIEGO

HIGH WIND WARNING NOW IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 PM PST THIS
AFTERNOON. - SAN DIEGO COUNTY MOUNTAINS-SAN DIEGO 
COUNTY DESERTS - WEST 35 TO 45 MPH WITH GUSTS 55 TO 65 
MPH. STRONGEST WINDS THROUGH ABOUT 3 AM. WINDS WILL 
DIMINISH EARLY THIS AFTERNOON.

Area Forecast 
Discussion

12/14/2015 1400 PST SAN DIEGO

PARTLY CLOUDY CONDITIONS PREVAILED...WITH A CHILLY DAY 
AS EARLY AFTERNOON TEMPERATURES WERE ONLY IN THE MID 
50S TO LOWER 60S AT LOWER ELEVATIONS AND MOSTLY 
BELOW FREEZING ABOVE 5500-6000 FEET
ELEVATION. THERE WILL BE SOME OFFSHORE FLOW TONIGHT 
TO BRING LOCAL WIND GUSTS AROUND 30 MPH 
THROUGH/BELOW PASSES AND CANYONS...ESPECIALLY BELOW 
CAJON PASS AND IN THE SANTA ANA
MOUNTAINS...BUT MOST OTHER AREAS WILL HAVE LIGHT 
WINDS TONIGHT
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Area Forecast 
Discussion

12/14/2015 2055 PST SAN DIEGO

SKIES WERE CLEAR AND IT WAS A COOL EVENING ACROSS 
SOCAL WITH TEMPERATURES WEST OF THE MTS ALREADY IN 
THE MID 40S TO MID 50S AT 9PM PST. SURFACE PRESSURE 
GRADIENTS WERE STILL ONSHORE 1-3 MBS TO THE
LOWER DESERTS...BUT WESTERLY WINDS HAVE WEAKENED 
CONSIDERABLY....A LARGE AREA OF LOW PRESSURE ALOFT WILL 
CONTROL THE WEATHER ACROSS CALIFORNIA AND MUCH OF 
THE WEST...WITH DRY AND COOL...NORTHERLY FLOW 
THROUGH TUESDAY. THE LOW WILL MOVE EAST ON 
WEDNESDAY...ALLOWING HEIGHTS/THICKNESS TO RISE INTO 
THE WEEKEND...ALONG WITH TEMPERATURES. 

Area Forecast 
Discussion

12/15/2015 0327 PST SAN DIEGO

A COLD MORNING ACROSS OUR REGION AS A DEEP UPPER LOW 
EXITS EAST OF US ACROSS THE THE 4 CORNERS 
REGION...ALLOWING VERY COLD AIR TO WRAP AROUND THE 
BACKSIDE OF THE UPPER LOW AND CONTINUE TO KEEP
CALIFORNIA ON THE COOL SIDE TODAY.
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�

819  
FXUS65 KPSR 140424 
AFDPSR 
 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PHOENIX AZ 
924 PM MST SUN DEC 13 2015 
 
.SYNOPSIS... 
A FAST MOVING STORM SYSTEM WILL BRING DESERT RAIN AND MOUNTAIN SNOW 
SHOWERS TO MOST OF THE REGION ON MONDAY. BEHIND THIS SYSTEM...VERY 
COLD AIR WILL SETTLE OVER THE AREA WITH SUB‐FREEZING TEMPERATURES 
LIKELY LATER THIS WEEK. DRY AND COLD WEATHER WILL PERSIST INTO THE 
WEEKEND.  
 
&& 
 
.DISCUSSION... 
COLD FRONT ACROSS SOUTHERN CA IS DROPPING RAPIDLY SOUTHWARD AND WILL 
MOVE EASTWARD ACROSS THE FORECAST AREA EARLY MONDAY MORNING. LATEST 
SATELLITE IMAGERY SHOWS STRATOCU INCREASING IN COVERAGE AHEAD OF THE 
FRONT. THE COLD FRONT IS ASSOCIATED WITH A WELL‐DEVELOPED LOW 
PRESSURE SYSTEM ACROSS THE GREAT BASIN. WINDS ACROSS THE PHOENIX AREA 
THIS AFTERNOON WERE ACTUALLY SOUTHERLY THIS AFTERNOON...A REFLECTION 
OF THE CYCLONIC FLOW ACROSS THE WESTERN STATES EVIDENT EVEN IN THE 
LOWER LEVELS. EARLIER CHANGES TO INCREASE THE POPS WERE PRUDENT AND 
THE FORECAST IS IN GOOD SHAPE. ONLY MINOR ADJUSTMENTS TO THE SHORT‐ 
TERM TEMPERATURES AND DEWPOINTS WERE NEEDED THIS EVENING. 
 
&& 
 
.PREVIOUS DISCUSSION... 
EARLY AFTERNOON WATER VAPOR IMAGERY CONTINUES TO REVEAL LONGWAVE 
TROUGHING ACROSS THE WEST COAST...WITH A FAST MOVING SHORTWAVE MAKING 
ITS WAY THROUGH NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. HIGH CLOUDS AHEAD OF THIS TROUGH 
HAVE STARTED INTRUDING INTO SOUTHEAST CALIFORNIA BUT THE REST OF THE 
REGION REMAINED MOSTLY SUNNY. TEMPS STRUGGLED TO CLIMB MUCH ABOVE THE 
VALUES THAT WERE SEEN YESTERDAY WITH 21Z TEMPS GENERALLY SITTING IN 
THE LOW/MID 50S. 
 
THE AFOREMENTIONED TROUGH WILL MOVE INLAND TONIGHT AND DIP SOUTHWARD. 
OPERATIONAL AND ENSEMBLE GUIDANCE IS NOW DEPICTING A WETTER SOLUTION 
THAN PREVIOUS RUNS HAD INDICATED AND SOME CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE TO 
THE FORECAST. A NARROW BAND OF FRONTOGENETICAL FORCING CO‐LOCATED 
WITHIN AN AXIS OF MODEST MID LEVEL MOISTURE ADVECTION SHOULD BE MORE 
THAN SUFFICIENT TO SQUEEZE OUT SOME DESERT RAIN AND MOUNTAIN SNOW 
SHOWERS TOMORROW. AREAS IMMEDIATELY DOWNWIND OF THE COASTAL MOUNTAINS 
WILL LIKELY MISS OUT GIVEN RAIN SHADOW CONSIDERATIONS...LIKEWISE 
AREAS ACROSS YUMA COUNTY AND FAR SOUTHWEST MARICOPA COUNTY MAY BE 
LEFT OUT AS WELL GIVEN VERY WEAK FORCING THAT FAR SOUTH. DETERMINING 
THE EXACT TIMING IS A BIT OF A CHALLENGE BUT THE CONSENSUS SUGGESTS 
SHOWERS SHOULD BEGIN ACROSS SOUTHWEST ARIZONA LATE TONIGHT /AFTER 
MIDNIGHT/ AND ARRIVE IN THE PHOENIX AREA AROUND DAYBREAK /RIGHT 
AROUND THE MORNING RUSH/. PRECIP WILL RAPIDLY PUSH EASTWARD INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS WHERE SNOW LEVELS SHOULD FALL TO 4500‐5000FT. UNLIKE 
YESTERDAY...THIS TROUGH WILL BE MOVING CONSIDERABLY FASTER AND THERE 
SHOULD BE LESS TIME FOR SNOW TO ACCUMULATE. WPC AND QPF CONSENSUS 
SHOWS AROUND 2 INCHES OF SNOW IN THE HIGHEST ELEVATIONS EAST OF 
PHOENIX. NOT GOING TO ISSUE ANY WINTER WEATHER PRODUCTS AS A RESULT 
AS THE HEAVIEST ACCUMS WILL BE ABOVE ALL POPULATION CENTERS AND 
MOUNTAIN PASSES. DESERT RAINFALL AMOUNTS WILL ALSO BE ON THE LIGHT 
SIDE...A TENTH TO A QUARTER OF AN INCH.  
 
BEHIND THIS TROUGH...VERY COLD AND DRY AIR /LIKELY THE COLDEST OF 
THE SEASON SO FAR/ WILL SETTLE OVER THE REGION...RESULTING IN A 
SERIES OF FREEZING OR SUB FREEZING MORNING TEMPERATURES. THE HEAVILY 
URBANIZED AREAS OF PHOENIX WILL LIKELY STAY ABOVE FREEZING DURING 
THIS EVENT ALTHOUGH THE COLDER OUTLYING LOCATIONS SHOULD SEE FREEZING 
TEMPS /IF NOT TEMPS IN THE 20S/ AT TIMES LATER THIS WEEK. BLENDED 
CONSENSUS GUIDANCE POINTS TO WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY AS THE COLDEST 
MORNINGS...TUESDAY IS A BIT MORE UNCERTAIN GIVEN LINGERING CLOUD 
COVER AND ELEVATED WINDS FROM THE DEPARTING TROUGH. PROTECTED AREAS 
COULD SEE SUB FREEZING LOWS BUT THEY SHOULD NOT BE WIDESPREAD. GOING 
TO MAINTAIN THE MESSAGING VIA SPECIAL WEATHER STATEMENTS AND 
GRAPHICS ALTHOUGH FREEZE WATCHES ARE A POSSIBILITY. 
 
EVENTUALLY THE COLD AIR WILL BE REPLACED BY A SLIGHTLY WARMER AIRMASS 
/TEMPS RETURNING TO NORMAL/ LATE IN THE WEEK INTO THE FIRST HALF OF 
THE WEEKEND AS UPPER LEVEL FLOW TURNS SOUTHERLY. HOWEVER...THIS WILL 
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ALSO USHER IN QUITE A BIT OF MOISTURE TO THE AREA COURTESY OF A 
DEEPENING TROUGH OFF THE WEST COAST. NOT SURPRISINGLY THERE ARE SOME 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE OPERATIONAL LONG‐RANGE MODELS 7‐8 DAYS IN 
ADVANCE BUT AT THE SAME TIME...NAEFS AND SEVERAL OF THE GEFS MEMBERS 
AGREE THAT A SUBTROPICAL PATTERN SHIFT APPEARS POSSIBLE IN THE NOT 
TOO DISTANT FUTURE. POPS WERE INCREASED FOR NEXT SUNDAY/SUNDAY NIGHT 
ACCORDINGLY. 
 
&& 
 
.AVIATION...  
SOUTH‐CENTRAL ARIZONA INCLUDING KPHX...KIWA...AND KSDL...  
 
LIGHT WINDS FAVORING SOUTHEAST DIRECTIONS WILL CONTINUE THE REST OF 
THE AFTERNOON AND FOR MOST OF THE NIGHT. A COLD FRONT...EXTENDING 
FROM NORTHWEST NEVADA THROUGH CENTRAL CALIFORNIA AS OF 21Z...WILL 
MOVE THROUGH THE PHOENIX AREA BETWEEN 12Z‐18Z MONDAY. EXPECT SCT‐ 
NMRS LIGHT SHOWERS FOR A FEW HOURS. DURING FROPA ANTICIPATE CIGS 
LOWERING TO FL040‐060. VSBYS MAY BRIEFLY DIP BELOW 6SM. SOUTHWEST 
AND WEST SURFACE WINDS WILL DEVELOP AFTER 12Z. EXPECT MOSTLY CLEAR 
SKIES AFTER 18Z OVER THE PHOENIX AREA...LINGERING CIGS AND SHOWERS 
OVER HIGHER TERRAIN FURTHER EAST.   
 
SOUTHEAST CALIFORNIA/SOUTHWEST ARIZONA INCLUDING KIPL AND KBLH... 
 
LIGHT WINDS FAVORING SOUTHERLY DIRECTIONS WILL CONTINUE THE REST OF 
THE AFTERNOON BEFORE TRANSITIONING TO SOUTHWEST AND WEST TONIGHT. A 
COLD FRONT...EXTENDING FROM NORTHWEST NEVADA THROUGH CENTRAL 
CALIFORNIA AS OF 21Z...WILL MOVE THROUGH SOUTHEAST CALIFORNIA AND 
REACH THE LOWER COLORADO RIVER VALLEY BY 09Z MONDAY. EXPECT SCT 
LIGHT SHOWERS FOR A COUPLE OF HOURS...MAINLY NORTH OF INTERSTATE 10. 
DURING FROPA ANTICIPATE CIGS LOWERING TO FL040‐060. VSBYS MAY 
BRIEFLY DIP BELOW 6SM IN SHOWERS. SOUTHWEST AND WEST SURFACE WINDS 
MAY GUST TO 25‐30 KTS AFTER 07Z. EXPECT CLEARING FROM WEST TO EAST 
AFTER 12Z.  
 
AVIATION DISCUSSION NOT UPDATED FOR AMENDED TAFS. 
 
&& 
  
.FIRE WEATHER... 
TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY... 
A DEEP AND COLD AREA OF LOW PRESSURE WILL BRING VERY COOL 
TEMPERATURES TO THE AREA TUESDAY THROUGH THURSDAY WITH HIGH 
TEMPERATURES WELL BELOW SEASONAL NORMALS AND FREEZING TEMPERATURES 
POSSIBLE OVER MANY OF THE LOWER DESERTS. IT WILL BE DRY HOWEVER WITH 
SKIES MOSTLY CLEAR FOR THE MOST PART. MUCH WARMER TEMPERATURES WILL 
FOLLOW FRIDAY INTO THE WEEKEND AS STRONGER HIGH PRESSURE ALOFT BUILDS 
INTO THE AREA FROM THE WEST. HUMIDITIES ACROSS SOUTH CENTRAL ARIZONA 
WILL STAY ELEVATED THROUGH THURSDAY WITH MOST LOCATIONS BETWEEN 25 
AND 35 PERCENT...WHILE THE WESTERN DESERTS GRADUALLY FALL INTO THE 
UPPER TEENS. HUMIDITIES LOWER STEADILY OVER SOUTH CENTRAL ARIZONA 
FRIDAY INTO SATURDAY BUT STAY ABOVE 20 PERCENT FOR THE MOST PART. 
WINDS WILL BE GENERALLY LIGHT THROUGH THE 5 DAY PERIOD...ALTHOUGH 
THERE WILL BE PERIODS OF BREEZY NORTH WINDS OVER THE WESTERN DESERTS 
TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY ESPECIALLY DOWN THE LOWER COLORADO RIVER 
VALLEY. 
 
&& 
 
.SPOTTER INFORMATION STATEMENT...  
SPOTTERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO REPORT BASED ON STANDARD OPERATING 
PROCEDURES. 
 
&& 
 
.PSR WATCHES/WARNINGS/ADVISORIES... 
AZ...NONE. 
CA...NONE. 
&& 
 
$$ 
 
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK...TWITTER...AND AT WEATHER.GOV/PHOENIX 
 
DISCUSSION...HIRSCH 
PREVIOUS DISCUSSION...LEINS  
AVIATION...CB  
FIRE WEATHER...AJ
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4/26/2017 IEM :: AFD from NWS PSR

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDPSR&e=201512141040 2/3

�

343  
FXUS65 KPSR 141039 
AFDPSR 
 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PHOENIX AZ 
340 AM MST MON DEC 14 2015 
 
.UPDATE...AVIATION AND FIRE WEATHER DISCUSSIONS. 
 
&& 
 
.SYNOPSIS... A FAST MOVING STORM SYSTEM WILL BRING DESERT RAIN AND 
MOUNTAIN SNOW SHOWERS TO MOST OF THE REGION TODAY. BEHIND THIS 
SYSTEM VERY COLD AIR WILL SETTLE OVER THE AREA...WITH WELL BELOW 
NORMAL HIGH TEMPERATURES AND SUB‐FREEZING LOW TEMPERATURES LIKELY 
FOR MUCH OF THIS WEEK. DRY AND COLD WEATHER WILL PERSIST INTO THE 
WEEKEND.  
 
&& 
 
.DISCUSSION... AT 3 AM THIS MORNING...A DEEP...COLD AND PROGRESSIVE 
UPPER TROF WITH A WELL DEFINED SURFACE COLD FRONT CONTINUED TO PUSH 
EAST AND ACROSS THE DESERT SOUTHWEST WITH THE SURFACE FRONT 
APPROACHING THE LOWER CO RIVER VALLEY AS SEEN IN THE IR IMAGERY. 
SYSTEM HAS 180M+ 500MB HEIGHT FALLS...AND CORE THICKNESS VALUES 
BELOW 534DM...WHICH WILL BRING WIDESPREAD SHOWERS TO THE CENTRAL 
DESERTS TODAY AS WELL AS VERY COOL TEMPERATURES WHICH ARE EXPECTED 
TO FALL INTO THE LOW TO MID 50S OVER THE COOLER CENTRAL DESERTS. 
CURRENT RADAR SHOWED SCATTERED SHOWERS MOVING INTO THE WESTERN AZ 
DESERTS...MOST NUMEROUS OVER LA PAZ COUNTY...AND AS THE FRONT MOVES 
EAST THIS MORNING THE SHOWERS WILL BECOME CATEGORICAL ACROSS SOUTH 
CENTRAL AZ...SPREADING INTO THE GREATER PHOENIX AREA SHORTLY AFTER 
SUNRISE TODAY. THIS WILL BE A FAST MOVING COLD FRONT...AND BY 
AFTERNOON THE BULK OF THE PRECIP SHOULD BE FOCUSED OVER THE HIGHER 
TERRAIN EAST OF PHOENIX WITH LINGERING LIGHT SCATTERED SHOWERS 
PRESENT ACROSS PORTIONS OF MARICOPA COUNTY...AND SKIES BECOMING 
MOSTLY SUNNY OVER SERN CA AND THE SOUTHWEST AZ DESERTS.  
 
PRECIP WILL BE LIGHT WITH THIS SYSTEM PARTLY DUE TO THE RELATIVELY 
LOW PWAT VALUES ASSOCIATED WITH IT. LATEST BLENDED TOTAL PWAT 
SATELLITE IMAGERY SHOWED LESS THAN ONE HALF INCH AMOUNTS OVER THE 
AREA...AND MODEL FORECASTS SHOW PWAT ONLY AROUND 0.6 INCHES AS THE 
FRONT MOVES ACROSS THE AREA TODAY. MOST LOCATIONS OVER SOUTH CENTRAL 
AZ WILL SEE LESS THAN 0.2 INCHES OF RAIN WITH AMOUNTS OVER ONE 
QUARTER INCH POSSIBLE OVER THE HIGHER TERRAIN OF SOUTHERN GILA 
COUNTY WHERE OROGRAPHICS/UPSLOPE CAN PLAY A BIT OF A ROLE IN 
ENHANCING QPE VALUES. 
 
BY EARLY THIS EVENING THE COLD FRONT WILL BE WELL EAST OF THE 
GREATER PHOENIX AREA AND THERE WILL DECREASING CHANCES OF RAIN AND 
HIGHER ELEVATION SNOW OVER SOUTHERN GILA COUNTY WITH SKIES BECOMING 
PARTLY CLOUDY TO MOSTLY CLEAR AFTER MIDNIGHT. EXPECT THE LOWER 
DESERTS TO BE MOSTLY CLEAR BY EARLY TUESDAY MORNING WITH LIGHT WINDS 
AND COLD OVERNIGHT TEMPS. TUESDAY WILL LIKELY BE THE COLDEST DAY OF 
THE WEEK WITH HIGHS IN THE CENTRAL DESERTS RANGING FROM THE UPPER 
40S TO MID 50S. PHOENIX IS FORECAST TO REACH JUST 52 DEGREES ON 
TUESDAY...COMPARED TO THE NORMAL HIGH OF 66 DEGREES. 
 
FOR THE BULK OF THE WORK WEEK A COLD BUT DRY AIRMASS WILL LINGER 
OVER ARIZONA KEEPING HIGH TEMPERATURES WELL BELOW SEASONAL 
NORMALS...AND ALLOWING THE LOWER DESERTS TO BECOME QUITE COLD. 
FREEZING TEMPERATURES ARE LIKELY ACROSS PORTIONS OF THE DESERTS 
ESPECIALLY THE COLDER OUTLYING LOCATIONS TUESDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 
MORNING WITH THE COLDEST TEMPERATURES LIKELY TO BE SEEN ON WEDNESDAY 
MORNING. WITH PHOENIX SKY HARBOR FORECAST TO FALL TO 34 DEGREES WED 
MORNING IT IS LIKELY THAT SUBFREEZING TEMPERATURES WILL OCCUR OVER 
MANY COLDER OUTLYING AREAS. SIMILARLY COLD TEMPS ARE EXPECTED 
THURSDAY MORNING AS WELL. FOR NOW WE WILL CONTINUE TO ISSUE SPECIAL 
WEATHER STATEMENTS HIGHLIGHTING THE FREEZE POTENTIAL...AND FREEZE 
WARNINGS MAY BE ISSUED WITHIN THE NEXT 12‐24 HOURS FOR MANY OF THE 
LOWER AZ DESERTS.  
 
FRIDAY INTO THE FIRST PART OF THE WEEKEND...HIGH PRESSURE ALOFT WILL 
BUILD ACROSS THE DESERT SOUTHWEST LEADING TO DRY CONDITIONS AND 
WARMER HIGH TEMPERATURES. HIGHS FRIDAY WILL REACH INTO THE MID 60S 
OVER MOST OF THE DESERTS...AND THEY WILL CLIMB FURTHER AND INTO THE 
UPPER 60S TO AROUND 70 ON SATURDAY. INCREASING HIGH CLOUDS ARE 
EXPECTED SATURDAY FOR PARTLY SUNNY SKIES. 
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4/26/2017 IEM :: AFD from NWS PSR
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Search Site with Google

Enter search term

Copyright © 2001­2017, Iowa State University of Science and Technology.  
 abbreviations   contact us   development   disclaimer   list apps

 
ANOTHER CHANGE IN THE WEATHER PATTERN IS EXPECTED STARTING SUNDAY AS 
ANOTHER PACIFIC LOW PRESSURE SYSTEM IS FORECAST TO MOVE INTO THE 
DESERT SOUTHWEST BRINGING INCREASING CLOUDS...MOISTURE AND A SLIGHT 
CHANCE FOR SHOWERS OVER SERN CA AND SOUTHWEST AZ BY SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON. THIS IS SUPPORTED BY NAEFS ENSEMBLE GUIDANCE AS WELL AS 
LATEST GFS AND ECMWF OPERATIONAL RUNS. COOLER...WET AND UNSETTLED 
CONDITIONS WILL PERSIST INTO THE MIDDLE OF NEXT WEEK. 
 
&& 
 
.AVIATION... SOUTH‐CENTRAL ARIZONA INCLUDING KPHX...KIWA...AND 
KSDL... 
 
THROUGH 19Z MON...COLD FRONTAL PASSAGE ARND 16Z MON. BKN CLDS 4‐6 
THSD AGL WITH SCT RAIN SHWRS. SE WIND 6 TO 10 KNOTS...SHIFTING TO 
THE WEST 15 TO 25 KNOTS WI FRONTAL PASSAGE. FROM 19Z MON TO 02Z 
TUE...CLDS LIFTING TO BKN 6‐7 THSD AGL WITH ISOLD R SHWR. WEST WIND 
15 TO 25 KNOTS.  
  
  
SOUTHEAST CALIFORNIA/SOUTHWEST ARIZONA INCLUDING KIPL AND KBLH...  
 
THROUGH 16Z MON...COLD FRONTAL PASSAGE. BKN CLDS 6‐8 THSD AGL WITH 
ISOLATED R SHWR. WEST WIND 15 TO 25 KNOTS. FROM 16Z MON TO 02Z 
TUE...SCT CLDS 6 TO 8 THSD AGL. NW WND 15 TO 20 KNOTS.  
 
AVIATION DISCUSSION NOT UPDATED FOR AMENDED TAFS. 
 
&& 
  
.FIRE WEATHER... WEDNESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY... 
 
DRY WEST TO NORTHWEST FLOW ALOFT. PARTLY CLOUDY AT TIMES. LIGHT 
NORTHEAST WIND 5 TO 10 MPH. MINIMUM RELATIVE HUMIDITY GENERALLY FROM 
20 TO 30 PERCENT. BELOW NORMAL TEMPERATURES WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY... 
WARMING TO NEAR NORMAL FRIDAY AND THE WEEKEND.  
 
&& 
 
.SPOTTER INFORMATION STATEMENT...  
SPOTTERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO REPORT BASED ON STANDARD OPERATING 
PROCEDURES. 
 
&& 
 
.PSR WATCHES/WARNINGS/ADVISORIES... 
AZ...NONE. 
CA...NONE. 
&& 
 
$$ 
 
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK...TWITTER...AND AT WEATHER.GOV/PHOENIX 
 
DISCUSSION...CB 
AVIATION...VASQUEZ 
FIRE WEATHER...VASQUEZ 

    
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4/26/2017 IEM :: SPS from NWS PSR

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=SPSPSR&e=201512141119 2/3

�

192  
WWUS85 KPSR 141119 
SPSPSR 
 
SPECIAL WEATHER STATEMENT 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PHOENIX AZ 
419 AM MST MON DEC 14 2015 
 
AZZ021>023‐026>028‐142300‐ 
WEST CENTRAL DESERTS‐NORTHWEST MARICOPA COUNTY‐GREATER PHOENIX AREA‐ 
SOUTHWEST DESERTS‐SOUTHWEST MARICOPA COUNTY‐ 
NORTHWEST AND NORTH CENTRAL PINAL COUNTY‐ 
INCLUDING THE CITIES OF...BOUSE...QUARTZSITE...SALOME...BUCKEYE... 
LAKE PLEASANT...MORRISTOWN...NEW RIVER...TONOPAH...WICKENBURG... 
CAREFREE...CAVE CREEK...CHANDLER...FOUNTAIN HILLS...GILBERT... 
GLENDALE...MESA...PEORIA...PHOENIX...SCOTTSDALE...SUN CITY...TEMPE... 
DATELAND...TACNA...WELLTON...GILA BEND...APACHE JUNCTION... 
CASA GRANDE...COOLIDGE...FLORENCE 
419 AM MST MON DEC 14 2015 
 
...WIDESPREAD FREEZING TEMPERATURES POSSIBLE FOR THE SOUTHWEST AND 
SOUTH CENTRAL ARIZONA DESERTS TUESDAY THROUGH THURSDAY MORNINGS... 
 
A DEEP AND COLD LOW PRESSURE SYSTEM WILL BRING SHOWERS TO MUCH OF 
SOUTHWEST AND SOUTH CENTRAL ARIZONA TODAY...AND THEN LEAVE BEHIND A 
VERY DRY AND COLD AIRMASS. AS A RESULT THE COLDEST TEMPERATURES OF 
THE SEASON ARE EXPECTED STARTING TUESDAY MORNING AND CONTINUING 
THROUGH THURSDAY MORNING. THERE IS THE POTENTIAL FOR WIDESPREAD 
FREEZING TEMPERATURES ON THE DESERTS...INCLUDING THE GREATER PHOENIX 
METROPOLITAN AREA...EACH DAY WITH THE COLDEST MORNING LOWS LIKELY TO 
OCCUR WEDNESDAY MORNING. 
 
DETAILS OF THIS WEATHER SYSTEM WILL BE MONITORED IN THE EVENT FREEZE 
WARNINGS ARE NEEDED FOR TUESDAY...WEDNESDAY...AND THURSDAY MORNINGS. 
 
THINGS TO CONSIDER DURING COLD EPISODES ARE...COVER SENSITIVE 
PLANTS...PROTECT PIPES AND IRRIGATION SYSTEMS...AND PROVIDE A WARM 
PLACE FOR YOUR PETS. 
 
STAY UP‐TO‐DATE ON THE LATEST FORECASTS BY LISTENING TO WEATHER RADIO 
ON THE PUBLIC SERVICE BAND. MORE DETAILED INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE 
FROM THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE IN PHOENIX ON THE INTERNET AT 
 
WEATHER.GOV/PHOENIX 
 
$$ 
 
AZZ020‐025‐CAZ031>033‐142300‐ 
LOWER COLORADO RIVER VALLEY AZ‐YUMA/MARTINEZ LAKE AND VICINITY‐ 
LOWER COLORADO RIVER VALLEY CA‐RIVERSIDE COUNTY/EASTERN DESERTS‐ 
IMPERIAL COUNTY‐ 
INCLUDING THE CITIES OF...EHRENBERG...PARKER...FORTUNA FOOTHILLS... 
SAN LUIS...SOMERTON...YUMA...BLYTHE...CHIRIACO SUMMIT... 
DESERT CENTER...EAGLE MOUNTAIN...BRAWLEY...CALEXICO...EL CENTRO... 
GLAMIS...IMPERIAL...THE SALTON SEA 
419 AM MST MON DEC 14 2015 /319 AM PST MON DEC 14 2015/ 
 
...WIDESPREAD COLD TEMPERATURES POSSIBLE FOR THE LOWER ELEVATIONS OF 
SOUTHEAST CALIFORNIA AND THE COLORADO RIVER VALLEY TUESDAY THROUGH 
THURSDAY MORNINGS... 
 
A DEEP AND COLD LOW PRESSURE SYSTEM WILL BRING SHOWERS TO PORTIONS OF 
SOUTH‐CENTRAL AND SOUTHWEST ARIZONA TODAY...AND THEN LEAVE BEHIND A 
VERY COLD AND DRY AIRMASS. THIS WILL RESULT IN THE COLDEST 
TEMPERATURES OF THE SEASON STARTING TUESDAY MORNING AND CONTINUING 
THROUGH THURSDAY MORNING. THERE IS THE POTENTIAL FOR SCATTERED TO 
WIDESPREAD FREEZING TEMPERATURES EACH MORNING. HOWEVER...PERSISTENT 
NORTHERLY BREEZES MAY PREVENT TEMPERATURES FROM REACHING THE FREEZING 
POINT EXCEPT IN ISOLATED LOCATIONS...STAYING MAINLY IN THE MID TO 
UPPER 30S. 
 
NEVER‐THE‐LESS...DETAILS OF THIS WEATHER SYSTEM WILL BE MONITORED IN 
THE EVENT FREEZE WATCHES OR WARNINGS ARE NEEDED FOR 
TUESDAY...WEDNESDAY...AND THURSDAY MORNINGS. 
 
THINGS TO CONSIDER DURING COLD EPISODES ARE...COVER SENSITIVE 
PLANTS...PROTECT PIPES AND IRRIGATIONS SYSTEMS...AND PROVIDE A WARM 
PLACE FOR YOUR PETS. 
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